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Agency Partnership Facilitates Cooperation on Burning Issues
VANCOUVER, Wash. — A multi-agency collaboration of local fire marshals, fire chiefs, Washington
Department of Natural Resources and the Southwest Clean Air Agency has coordinated to improve
response to illegal burning in Clark and Cowlitz Counties. The workgroup also established new

guidelines to improve fire safety and public education.

One significant outcome from the workgroup is a fixed fire safety burn ban, July 15 through September
30 each year, when outdoor burning is prohibited throughout Clark and Cowlitz counties. This fire
safety burn ban prohibits residential and land clearing burning throughout each county, even outside of
the permanent No Burn Areas. The fire safety burn ban may extend beyond these dates based on fire

danger conditions.

"The pre-designated no-burn season, combined with an aggressive complaint and enforcement program,
help ensure clean air, good health, and reduced fire danger for everyone," said Donovan Mattern of
Clark County Fire District 3. "I think people need to understand the reason enforcement and fire
protection agencies have united is to ensure that everyone can enjoy clean air and that people in certain
rural areas can still burn yard debris with limited fire danger. The burning rules exist to protect the

health and safety of everyone."

"In addition, complaint response and enforcement activities have been improved across the board," said
Bob Elliott, executive director for the Southwest Clean Air Agency (SWCAA). Residents can now file
air pollution complaints any time of day or night by calling 360-574-3058 or online at

www.swcleanair.org. If you file a complaint or report illegal burning with SWCAA, staff will follow up

(more)

Our Mission: “To Preserve and Enhance Air Quality in Southwest Washington”
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